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ABOUT THE ART OF LIVING BLACk

The Art Of Living Black (TAOLB) is the Bay Area’s longest running annual African American exhibition of its kind.  It was co-founded by Jan Hart-Schuyers and Rae Louise Hayward.  Both remarkable women have passed away but, their legacy lives on.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The driving force for Jan and Rae founding TAOLB was to present to the public artworks from artists of African descent, to show the richness and diversity of the artists and to give them exposure in the art world.  Together they joined with the Richmond Art Center (RAC) in 1997, to have an annual exhibition for bay area African American Artists.  The exhibition features emerging and established artist.  The TAOLB Exhibition and Art Tour is a yearly event which is held at the RAC presented to the public between January and March.
When Rae Louise Hayward passed away in 2008, (Jan Hart-Schuyers preceded her in 1998) her husband Steven Hopkins wanted to keep the co-founders legacy going.  Steven incorporated TAOLB which is now a non-profit (TAOLB, Inc.).  Steven and the Board of TAOLB, Inc. along with the RAC are dedicated to producing an excellent exhibition every year.
The mission statement for TAOLB, Inc. is:
The Art of Living Black, Inc. (TAOLB, Inc.) is the Bay Area’s hallmark open studio event and celebration featuring artistic expression representing the diverse cultural experiences of the African diaspora.  TAOLB, Inc. promotes cultural pride and exhibition opportunities for emerging and established artists of African descent.
We hope the public will join us each and every year at the RAC, 2540 Barrett Ave., Richmond, CA, for the exhibition.  If you would like more information regarding TAOLB, Inc. you can email at taolb@att.net.
As Rae Louise Hayward always ended her conversations “Have a creative day”.
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